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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
- PETER TAYLOR
If you’re involved with a voluntary organisation of any kind, you’ll know only too well
what a roller coaster ride that is, with ‘change’ being the only certainty. Denise
Partington our CEO will touch on a number of the challenges and also opportunities
we have faced in the past year, the bulk of which was very much before we’d ever
heard of Covid 19. Some things we can’t do anymore due to funders changing their
priorities but that doesn’t stop the demand when much appreciated services have to
cease. However, our small team is nothing but resilient forming new partnerships
and adapting so well to the new normal. After 86 years we are still here, different,
but still very relevant.
Our Annual Review can only give you a brief flavour of the work of our organisation
and therefore I would urge you regularly visit our website and facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/communityfuturesuk and also sign up for our online
newsletter, all of which contain a mine of valuable information for anyone involved
with running a voluntary organisation, village or community hall.
A breakdown of our financial situation is outlined later in this review and anyone
interested in obtaining a full copy of the accounts can contact Denise for further
information. As always, I must thank our president Lady Shuttleworth, vice
presidents and my fellow trustees for their continued work on behalf of the charity,
it is much appreciated.
Whist our work and response to the pandemic will be covered in next years Annual
Review it would be remiss of me at this point not to place on record the trustees
sincere thanks and admiration to all the staff for the way they have responded
during the past few months. Without exception, they have ensured that colleagues
and those who use Community Futures at all our locations, be it Brentwood House,
Galloway Hall or our various childcare settings have been kept safe and secure. They
go ‘the extra mile’ in normal times, but in 2020 they’ve been outstanding.

FROM THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE - DENISE
PARTINGTON
You win some you lose some and that just about sums up the year we’ve had here at
Community Futures. We said goodbye to our resident partners at Brentwood House;
both ICANN and Lancashire LGBT moved to new premises and whilst we were sad to
see them go, we understood that it was the right decision for them. In January we
welcomed Selnet into Brentwood House and their vibrant, energetic team now
occupies the whole of the first floor. I predict a mutually beneficial partnership!
The end of the CISP project meant that we had to significantly reduce the support
we offer to organisations, so we moved to a more enabling model. Instead of
undertaking in depth governance, policy and funding reviews on behalf of
organisations, we started to support them to do their own. This approach has
certainly improved the confidence of trustees and paid workers to be in control of
their own sustainability as well as freeing up our capacity to reach more
beneficiaries.
Partnerships have also ended and started this year. The support we offered to
Neighbourhood Planning Committees unfortunately also came to an end when CISP
delivery was completed. However, our relationship with Central Lancashire Leaders
Partnership continues to be extremely rewarding. See Page 05.
Our ability to adapt to change and take opportunities was never appreciated more
than in the last few weeks of the year. COVID-19 not only derailed our business plan
for 20/21 but focussed our attention on more important matters. The welfare of our
employees and beneficiaries are of paramount importance and our survival as a
charity will be determined by how well we respond to their needs in the future.
I say it every year, but without such committed, driven and positive people,
Community Futures would not be here. Thank you to the Clares, the Frans, the
Beckys, the Heathers, the Stellas and everyone they work with. They are what makes
Community Futures work.
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MISSION
STATEMENT
"Community Futures aims to develop and support balanced and
sustainable communities throughout Lancashire."

PUBLIC BENEFIT
The public benefits that flow from our purposes are:
(a) an enhanced quality of life and sense of well-being through delivery,
support and development of activities that sustain communities.
(b) increased engagement in partnerships that promote, educate and
support positive community action and voluntary sector values.
(c) an enhanced environment, leading to improved health and a better
quality of life for the public.
The direct benefit that flows from our purpose is the increased
efficiency and effectiveness of the community and voluntary groups and
organisations that we support, resulting in enhanced outcomes and
service delivery and, consequently, improved quality of life for those
who benefit from the work of these groups and organisations.
No harm arose from our purposes.
Our beneficiaries are the general public and locally-based community
and voluntary organisations
No private benefit arises from our purposes.

PURPOSES
To promote any charitable purposes for the benefit of the communities in Palatine County
of Lancashire and elsewhere (the area of benefit) primarily but not exclusively by the
advancement of education, research, development, advocacy and training, the protection
and enhancement of the environment, the preservation of good health, the relief of
sickness and relief of those in need.

FINANCE

The trustees confirm that this summary is extracted from the full accounts, which were
approved by the trustees on the 17th September 2020.
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Mission Statement

We have 2 Early Years Settings:

Each of our settings exists to
provide a safe and
developmentally appropriate
environment for nursery and
school age children throughout
Lancashire. Our focus is to
provide a caring and
stimulating learning experience
for all, promoting each child’s
individual development whilst
working hard to foster strong
links with each child’s home.

Jigsaw Nursery @ Brockholes Wood Running from a purpose-built building constructed in
2005, the nursery provides quality childcare within the
surrounding community and supports the development of
children in a safe and nurturing environment.
Jigsaw Playgroup @ Burscough A small semi-rural, friendly and thriving Playgroup, with
excellent staff and a strong management team, dedicated
to the care of the children in a safe, secure and stimulating
environment.

COMMUNITY FUTURES
CHILDCARE
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We also have 3 Cool Kidz Settings that offer Out of School provision across Lancashire.
The wrap around care runs from 7:30am to 9:00am and 3:15 to 6:00pm and provides
breakfast and snacks designed to promote healthy eating. 2 of our Cool Kidz settings
were inspected by Ofsted receiving Outstanding and Met gradings.
Cool Kidz @ Langho – We are based in the neighbouring community centre where
children can take part in a variety of activities including crafts, construction, cookery,
creative and indoor sports play and reading.
Cool Kidz @ Brockholes Wood – The children have various opportunities to expand their
knowledge and development through local museum visits, swimming trips and other fun
activities during our out of term care. Whilst the setting is not required to educate
children, staff members take great interest in developing the confidence and abilities of
the children in their care, catering for the diverse needs of each child.
Cool Kidz @ Roebuck – Benefits from an experienced manager who has established a
professional and well-run service in the heart of Preston. Activities are held indoors in
the sports hall and also on the playing field with the additional benefit of a side
classroom for calmer activities. This enables us to offer a wide range of varied activities
for the children to enjoy on a daily basis.

COMMUNITY FUTURES
CHILDCARE
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WORK
PROGRAMMES
GALL O W A Y HALL

In January 2020 Community Futures took over the management
of Fulwood Senior Citizens Centre, also known as Galloway Hall.
It is situated on Brackenbury Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 3BS.
The hall is owned by Fulwood Senior Citizens Centre Commitee
(Charity No. 222823).

CLLP
Central Lancashire VCSE Leaders Partnership (CLLP) spent
much of the first part of the year recruiting for the position of Partnership
Development Manager. Joe Hannett was the successful candidate and he joined
Community Futures in July 2019. Joe spent the next 3 months familiarizing
himself with Community Futures and understanding the work that we do as
well as developing aims and priorities for his own work programme.
By December 2019, there was real progress in development and
by then, 41 organisations were actively engaged as members of the
partnership. Towards the end of the year, consensus was reached on some
system fundamentals required for success, including an online system with the
potential to promote partnership working with a broader number of VCSE
organisations. Work had just begun on progressing some of these when the
national lock-down disrupted much of the work of CLLP and its members. The
impact of lock-down was that the work of the partnership ceased to allow
capacity for members to provide emergency responses to their own
beneficiaries. This prompted a change of outputs, agreed with the
commissioner, to take account of revised priorities. Joe then focussed attention
on gathering information and responding to queries from statutory partners
and surveying CLLP members to assess ongoing impact. This provided a
reasonable picture of the situation and arising issues to share with emergency
management agencies. Looking forward to 2020/21 we anticipate more of the
same for the first half of the year and remain hopeful that there will be a return
to improving local VCSE engagement in the development of the ICP in central
Lancashire.
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WORK PROGRAMMES
RCAN
DEFRA funding was secured again this year in partnership with ACRE and continues to provide resources
to support and represent the needs of rural communities. This funding enables us to advocate for rural
communities and promote their value to statutory decision makers. We measure the success of this
activity through community networks and individuals who have benefitted from our work in this area and
comprehensive impact reporting to Defra via ACRE. This year we reported Lancashire community activity
in;
Digital infrastructure: helping communities to identify their connectivity challenges and establish
community broadband and other solutions.
Digital skills and inclusion: helping to actively tackle digital exclusion and support superfast take up by
citizens, including through the promotion of local demand stimulation, digital skills and digital
inclusion initiatives.

·

Rural life opportunities (childcare, education, health, skills, loneliness and wellbeing): ensuring rural
communities are thriving, sustainable places where people want to live and work together because
they provide the support, services and opportunities they require to lead full and contented lives.
Social infrastructure: ensuring that community assets incorporating social and economic
infrastructure, pubs, shops and Post Offices continue to be hubs of rural communities, and
opportunities to increase their utilisation are explored and actioned, with best practice being
communicated and developed across the network.

In addition to these priorities, Defra also asked that we focus some activity on COVID-19
response and recovery work in the rural communities that we serve.
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PETER TAYLOR - CHAIRMAN
MIKE OTTER - VICE CHAIRMAN
GORDON HARTER - TREASURER
ALBERT ATKINSON - TRUSTEE
ISMAIL HASHAM - TRUSTEE
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Brentwood House
15 Victoria Road
Fulwood
Preston
PR2 8PS
01772 717461
admin@communityfutures.org.uk
www.communityfutures.org.uk
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